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razzo, the Greek, the Albanian, and the Servian land.
Only the towns round Constantinople and that city
itself dM the Franks hold ; but these too bowed them-
selves beneath the hand of my-sovereignty, for they
had no other Czar but me, and prolonged their days
according to my will, as God had so ordained. For
without him no word or work is accomplished. To
him be honour for ever. Amen."

His comparatively peaceful reign was very bene-
ficial to the trade of his country. Under the earlier
Czars we have heard of commercial treaties between
Bulgaria arid other states, but it was reserved for
Asen II. to secure for his subjects by his wise conces-
sions constant communications with the merchants
of Ragusa, whose city was the western outlet for the
whole inland trade of the Peninsula. An ancient
charter of Asen allowed them free access to all his
dominions as u the truest and dearest guests of his
Majesty/1 When, in the reign of his son Michael,
the Ragusans gave Bulgaria what we should now call
the "' most-favoured-nation clause " in their treaties,
they mentioned 4t the genuine friendship of the famous
Czar John Asen," and granted the Bulgarians free
entry to their city ik by gate, bridge, or ford/' and
permission to buy or sell even-thing within ; grain
alone it was forbidden them to export without a
special order. Both Venice and Genoa had their
Consuls in Bulgaria, and the legal rights of foreign
traders were carefully defined.

Trnovo, his capital, rivalled and even surpassed the
splendours of Preslav under the earlier Empire. Even
to-day, after all the changes of centuries, the ancient